Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 BEIRUT 07720 291403 Z 
47 

ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ADP-00 IGA-02 EB-11 AGR-20 OMB-01 
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DODE-OO /1 1 9 W 

085612 
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FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2958 

LIMITED OFFICIL USE BEIRUT 7720 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EAID 
SUB J : PL 480 TITLE I 

REF : STATE 126543 

1. EMBASSY INFORMED TOUMA CONTENTS PARA 2 REFTEL TODAY AND ADVISED 
THAT CONCLUSION NEGOTIATIONS AWAITING WASHINGTON' S INTENSIVE RE- 
VIEW WORLDWIDE FY 1974 TITLE I COUNTRY/ COMMODITY ALLOCATIONS. 

2. TOUMA REACHES MANDATORY RETIREMENT AGE THIS WEEK AND THERE- 
FORE JUNE 30 LAST DAY AS DIRECTOR GENERAL CEREALS OFFICE. 

ORIGINALLY TOUMAS HAD EXPECTED AT LEAST ONE YEAR' S EXTENSION, 

BUT WITH CONTINUED GOVERNMENT CRISISSINCE MID- APRIL NO ACTION 
TAKEN BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON HIS EXTENSION OR APPOINTMENT 

OF HIS SUCCESSOR. DIRECTOR GENERAL SALEH OF MIN NAT' L ECONOMY 
BECOMES INTERIM DIRECTOR OF CEREALS OFFICE. EMBASSY DOES NOT 
ANTICIPATE PROBLEM BECAUSE OF TOUMA' S LEAVING AS FOR ALL INTENTS 
AND PURPOSES NEGOTIATIONS CONSIDERED CONCLUDED AFTER TODAY 1 S 
DISCUSSIONS. GOL UNDERSTANDS WASHINGTON REVIEW MAY TAKE SEVERAL 
WEEKS, BUT DESIROUS SIGN AGREEMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO 
ATTEMPT ASSURE SUPPLIERS REQUIRED SEPT ONWARD. THE 25,000 
TONS U. S. WHEAT GOL PURCHASED JUNE 8 FOR JULY ARRIVAL SUBSTITUED 
FOR EARLIER PLANNED TITLE I PURCHASE FOR DELIVERY AT THIS TIME. 
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